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09/30/04 

CLMSPTO 

Please amend claims 1, 27, and 59 as follows: 

1 J* (Amended) An apparatus for providing liquidity to a seller who has provided value to a 
buyer, said apparatus comprising: 

a receiving module configured to receive a negotiable instrument from the buyer, said 
negotiable instrument having a maturity date; and 

a calling module configured to call upon a capital pool to purchase an interest in said 
n^otiable instrument and to send a portion of the value of said negotiable instrument to the 
seller prior to said maturity date. . : 
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2. The apparatus as defined in claim 1 further comprising a notification configured to be 
received from the buyer by said receiving module. 

3. The apparatus as defined in claim 2 further comprising a verification module 
configured to verify that said negotiable instrument and said notification are responsive to the 
receipt of the value by the buyer. 

4. The apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said negotiable instrument is a 
promissory note. 

5. The apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said promissory note is certified. 

6. The apparatus as defined in claim 5 wherein said promissory note is certified 
electronically. 
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7. The apparatus as defined in claim 6 wherein said electronically certified promissory 
note is certified digitally. 

8. The apparatus as defined in claim 2 further comprising storage configured to store 
said negotiable instrument and said notification, 

9. The apparatus as defined in claim 1 further comprising a collection module 
configured to collect the value of said negotiable instrument from the buyer. 

10. The apparatus as defined in claim 9 wherein said collection module is configured 
to receive an order to pay. 

1 1 . The apparatus as defined in claim 10 wherein said order to pay is a bank draft. 

12. The apparatus as defined in claim 10 wherein said collection module is configured to 
verify that said order to pay is for the value of said negotiable instrument. 

13 . The apparatus as defined in claim 1 2 wherein said collection module is configured to 
distribute the value of said negotiable instrument as received from said bank draft to interested 
holders of said negotiable instrument 
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14. A method for providing liquidity to a seller who has provided value to a buyer, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a negotiable instrument from the buyer, said negotiable instrument having a 
maturity date; and 

calling upon a capital pool to purchase an interest in said negotiable instrument such that 
the seller is sent a portion of the value of said negotiable instrument prior to said maturity date. 

t&5. The method as defined in claim 14 further comprising the step of receiving a 
notification from the buyer. 

16. The method as defined in claim 15 further comprising the step of verifying that said 
negotiable instrument and said notification are responsive to the receipt of the value. 

17. The method as defined in claim 14 wherein said negotiable instrument is a 
promissory note. 

18. The method as defined in claim 17 wherein said promissory note is certified. 

19. The method as defined in claim 18 wherein said promissory note is certified 
electronically. 
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20. The method as defined in claim 19 wherein said electronically certified promissory note 
is certified digitally. 

^1. The method as defined in claim IS further comprising the step of storing said 
negotiable instrument and said notification. 

22. The method as defined in claim 14 further comprising the step of collecting the value 
of said negotiable instrument from the buyer. 

23. The method as defined in claim 22 wherein said collecting step is configured to 
receive an order to pay. 

24. The method as defined in claim 23 wherein said order to pay is a bank draft. 

25. The method as defined in claim 23 wherein said collecting step verifies said order to 
pay is for the value of said negotiable instrument, 

26. The method as defined in claim 25 further comprising the step of distributing the value of 
said negotiable instrument received from said bank draft to interested holders of said 
negotiable instrument 
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27. (Amended) An apparatus for distributing payment to a seller providing value for a 
contract, said apparatus comprising: 
a negotiable instrument; 

a notification indicating receipt of the value from the seller; 

a verification module configured to verify that said negotiable instrument and said 
notification are responsive to the value provided by the seller; 

a certification module configured to present said verified negotiable instrument to the 
seller prior to the maturity date of said negotiable instrument; and 

an order to pay the value of said certified negotiable instrument on the maturity date. 
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28. The apparatus as defined in claim 27 wherein said negotiable instrument is a promissory 
note. 

29. The apparatus as defined in claim 28 wherein said promissory note is certified. 

30. The apparatus as defined in claim 29 wherein said promissory note is certified 
electronically. 

3 1 . The apparatus as defined in claim 30 wherein said electronically certified promissory 
note is certified digitally. 

32. The apparatus as defined in claim 27 further comprising a network, wherein said 
certification module is configured to present said verified negotiable instrument to the seller 
through said network. 



33. 



The apparatus as defined in claim 32, wherein said network is the Internet. 
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34. The apparatus as defined in claim 27 wherein said order to pay is a bank draft. 

35. A method of distributing payment to a seller providing value for a contract, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

generating a negotiable instrument; 

notifying the seller that the value has been received in a notification; 
verifying that said negotiable instrument is responsive to the receipt of the value; 
presenting said verified negotiable instrument and said notification to the seller prior to 
the maturity date of said verified negotiable instrument; and 

generating an order to pay the seller the value of said verified negotiable instrument. 

36. The method as defined in claim 35 wherein said negotiable instrument is a promissory 
note. 

37. The method as defined in claim 36 wherein said promissory note is certified. 

38. The method as defined in claim 37 wherein said promissory note is certified 
electronically. 
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39. (Amended) The method as defined in claim 38 wherein said electronically certified 
promissory note is certified digitally. 

40. The method as defined in claim 35 wherein said presenting step includes a network, 
wherein said verified negotiable instrument is presented to the seller through said network. 

4 1 . The method as defined in claim 40 wherein said network is the Internet 

42. The method as defined in claim 35 wherein said order to pay is a bank draft. 



Application/Control Number: 09/788,208 
Art Unit: 3600 



Page 



43 . An apparatus for extending the payment terra to a buyer receiving value from a seller, 
said apparatus comprising: 

a receiving module configured to receive a negotiable instrument from the buyer, said 
negotiable instrument having an extended maturity date; 

a certification module configured to certify that said negotiable instrument is responsive 
to receipt of the value; and 

a liquidity module configured to liquidate said negotiable instrument such that the seller 
receives funds before said maturity date of said negotiable instrument, whereby said maturity 
date can be later than said maturity date might be without said liquidity module. 

44. The apparatus as defined in claim 43 further comprising storage configured to store said 
negotiable instrument. 

45. The apparatus as defined in claim 43 wherein said negotiable instrument is received over 
a network. 
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47. The apparatus as defined in claim 46 wherein said negotiable instrument is a promissory 
note. 

48. The apparatus as defined in claim 47 wherein said promissory note is certified. 

49. The apparatus as defined in claim 48 wherein said promissory note is certified 
electronically. 

50. The apparatus as defined in claim 49 wherein said electronically certified promissory 
note is certified digitally. 

51. A method for extending the payment term to a buyer receiving value from a seller, said 

method comprising the steps of: 

receiving a negotiable instrument from the buyer, said negotiable instrument having an 

extended maturity date; 

certifying that said negotiable instrument is responsive to receipt of the value; and 
liquidating said negotiable instrument such that the seller receives fluids before said 

maturity date of said negotiable instrument, whereby said maturity date can be later than said 

maturity date might be without said liquidity module. 
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52. The method as defined in claim 5 1 farther comprising the step of storing said negotiable 
instrument. 

53 . The method as defined in claim 5 1 wherein said negotiable instrument is received over a 
network. 

54. The method as defined in claim 53 wherein said network is the Internet. 

55. The method as defined in claim 51 wherein said negotiable instrument is a promissory 
note. 

56. The method as defined in claim 55, wherein said promissory note is certified. 

57. The method as defined in claim 56, wherein said promissory note is certified 
electronically. 

58. The method as defined in claim 57, wherein said electronically certified promissory note 
is certified digitally. 
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59. (Amended) An apparatus for providing liquidity to a seller having provided value to a 
buyer, said apparatus comprising: 

a negotiable instrument issued by the buyer and received by the seller for the 
consideration, said negotiable instrument having a maturity date on a future date and being 
redeemable from the buyer; 

a purchase agreement for purchasing said negotiable instrument from the seller; and 

an amount of money tendered to the seller such that said amount of money is a portion of 
the value of said negotiable instrument. 
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60. The apparatus as defined in claim 59 farther comprising storage configured to store said 
negotiable instrument. 

61. The apparatus as defined in claim 59 wherein said negotiable instrument is received over 
a network. 

62. The apparatus as defined in claim 61 wherein said network is the Internet. 

63. The apparatus as defined in claim 59 wherein said negotiable instrument is a promissory 
note. 

64. The apparatus as defined in claim 5 1 wherein said promissory note is certified. 

65. The apparatus as defined in claim 64 wherein said promissory note is certified 
electronically. 

I* ' 

66. The apparatus as defined in claim 65 wherein said electronically certified promissory 
note is certified digitally. 
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67. A method for providing liquidity to a seller having provided consideration to a buyer, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

transferring a negotiable instrument issued by the buyer to the seller for the consideration, 
said negotiable instrument having a maturity date on a future date and being redeemable from the 
buyer; 

purchasing said negotiable instrument from the seller; and 

tendering an amount of money to the seller such that said amount of money is a portion 
of the value of said negotiable instrument. 

68. The method as defined in claim 67 further comprising the step of storing said negotiable 
instrument. 

69. The method as defined in claim 67 wherein said negotiable instrument is received over a 
network. 

70. The method as defined in claim 69 wherein said network is the Internet 

71. The method as defined in claim 67 wherein said negotiable instrument is a promissory 
note. 



72. The method as defined in claim 7 1 wherein said promissory note is certified. 



Application/Control Number: 09/788,208 
Art Unit: 3600 



Page 17 



73 . The method as defined in claim 72 wherein said promissory note is certified 
electronically. 

74. The method as defined in claim 73 wherein said electronically certified promissory note 
is certified digitally. 



